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OBITUARY NOTICES. 

Gkokok Alkxaxdkh Otis, Surgeon ami Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel. United 
States Army, (’unitor of the Army Medical Museum, and Editor of the Surgical 
volumes of the Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, died 
at Washington, I). C., February 2.‘>, 1881, at the comparatively early age of lifty 
years. 

Surgeon Otis was descended from a cultivated New England f amily. His great¬ 
grandfather, Ephraim Otis, was a physician who practised at Seituate, Mass. 
Iiis grandfather, George Alexander Of is, was a well-known citizen of Boston, 
Massachusetts, whose early years were occupied by commercial pursuits. Air. 
Otis was a man of education and literary tastes, who, so soon as his circumstances 
permitted, retired from business, and devoted himself entirely to books. He is 
remembered especially on account of his translation of Botta’s History of the 
War of the Independence of the United States of America, published in 1N2U, 
an undertaking in which he was encouraged by .fames Madison and John tjuiney 
Adams, and which he accomplished so well that the book ran through twelve 
editions. Me died at an advanced age in Juno, lsi.;;}. 

The father of Surgeon OtU also George Alexander Otis, was born in IsO-i. 
lie attended the preparatory course at the Boston Latin School, studied and 
graduated at Harvard College, after which he devoted himself, with much prom¬ 
ise, to the profession of law. Air. Otis was married February 0, lS.'lO, to Anna 
Maria Hickman, of Newton. Massachusetts. (laughter of Harris Hickman, a law¬ 
yer, born at Front Loyal, Virginia, who had enjoyed an excellent, professional 
reputation in early life in the Shenandoah Valley, and subsequently at Detroit, 
in the then Territory of Michigan. Of this marriage the subject, of our biographi¬ 
cal sketch was the only issue. Mr. Otis dying of consumption, .lime Is, Istfl. 

(icor<jfe Alexander Otis was born in Boston. Alassaehusetts, November 12, lSi)0, 
Left an infant to the tender can* of hi> widowed mother, his early years were 
nurtured by a devoted love, which accompanied him through youth and manhood, 
smoothed the pillow of his last illness, and followed him to tin* grave. 

A\ lien old enough to go to school. George was sent at first to the Boston Latin 
School, and afterwards to the Fairfax Institute, at Alexandria, Virginia, where 
he was prepared for college. In Is-lti he entered Princeton College as a student 
of the sophomore class, and graduated, with the degree of A. 1L, in 184 9. Prince¬ 
ton conferred upon him the degree, of Master of Arts in ls.*»2. 

At Princeton Otis appeared as a slender, rather delicate youth, of highly ner¬ 
vous organization, whose literary tastes were not satisfied with t.he comparatively 
narrow curriculum of his Alma Alater. Always standing well in his college 
classes, that he did not take a still higher place was not due to lack of ability or 
of studious habits, but rather to his love of general literature, and the large pro¬ 
portion of liis t ime expended in its cultivation, lie had already acquired a fond¬ 
ness for French literature, which he never afterwards lost, and a taste for verse 
so far cultivated that when he came to graduate the Faculty assigned to him the 
task of preparing the commencement-day poem. Retiring and reserved in his 
manners, often silent and abstracted, the few who were admitted to his intimacy 
found his nature gentle and sympathetic, and several of the friendships he then 
formed lasted throughout his life. 

By this time. Otis had selected medicine as his profession. After leaving 
Princeton he went to Richmond, Virginia, where his mother was then residing, 
and began his studies in the office of Dr. F. II. Deane, of that city. In the fall 
of 1X49 he proceeded to Philadelphia, and matriculated in the Medical Depart- 
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ment of the University of Pennsylvania. That institution conferred upon him the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine in April, 1851. In those days the medical teachings 
of the University of Pennsylvania were shaped in no small decree bv tin* iidlnence 
of tin* School of Paris. Indeed, this was then true of almost all American medical 
teaching, and ambitious American medical students still looked with enthusiasm 
towards the lecture-rooms ami hospitals of the French capital as affording the 
richest opportunities for the completion of their medical education. Accordingly 
Otis spent in Paris the first winter after he graduated in Philadelphia. lie sailed 
from New York on the 16th of August, and reached Paris in the latter part of 
September, 1851. 

During Ids stay in Paris Otis made diligent use of the opportunities afforded 
for professional improvement. A manuscript note-book left among his papers 
shows that lie devoted much time to the clinical teachings of the great French 
masters of that day. lie listened to the instructions of Louis, Piorry, Ouveil- 
hicr. .“.ml Andral. Jt was at the time his expectation to give especial attention 
to the subject of ophthalmic surgery, and accordingly lie attended with great dili¬ 
gence the clinics and didactic lectures of Desmarres. but he found the attractions 
of general operative surgery too strong to permit exclusive attention to this chosen 
branch, and he continually watched the operations, and listened to the lessons of 
such surgeons as X61aton, Oiviale, Malgaigne, Jobert (do Lnmbnlle), Roux, and 
Velpeau. Moreover, the popular excitement which preceded the coup d’etat of 
December 2, 1851, and the probability of bloodshed, directed his attention to tin* 
subject of military surgery. Already, November 4th, his note-book records a 
morning spent at the library of 1‘Ecolc de Mcdeciue in the study of Damn Lar- 
rey’s “ Memoire,” with which he was so well pleased that he. at once purchased 
a copy for closer study. After the coup d’etat a considerable number of those 
wounded at the barricades were carried to the hospitals for treatment, and Otis 
was thus enabled to take his first practical lessons in military surgery from Vel¬ 
peau, Roux, and Jobert (de Uamballe). 

Meanwhile, however, his diligence in medical studies did not prevent him from 
spending many pleasant hours in the. art galleries and museums, where lie. found 
much to gratify his aesthetic nature. Moreover, lie took a deep interest in the 
stirring panorama of French politics, as is shown by a series of letters lie took 
time to write to the liostnn Kenning Truuscript . 

in the spring of 1S.V2 Otis returned to the United States, reaching New York 
in the latter part of March. Immediately after his return he established himself 
at Richmond, Virginia, where he opened an office for general medical and surgi¬ 
cal practice, and where his tastes ami ambition soon led him to embark in his ear¬ 
liest enterprise in the domain of medical literature. In April. 1N.V>, he issued the. 
first number of 77/e Virginia Medical ami Surgical Journal. Dr. Howell L. 
Thomas, of Richmond, was associated with him as co-editor, but the financial risk 
was assumed entirely by Otis. The journal appeared monthly, each number 
containing over eighty pages octavo, the whole forming two annual volumes, com¬ 
mencing respectively with the numbers for April and October. It was hand¬ 
somely printed, and contained from time to time a fair share of original articles, 
chiefly by physicians residing in Richmond and other parts of Virginia; but its 
most striking characteristic was the number of translations and abstracts from 
current French medical literature which appeared in its pages. Dr. Thomas, like 
his colleague, was a good French scholar, and had studied in Paris; both took 
part, in the labour of translation and condensation, and as most, of the artirleswe.ro 
unsigned, it is not always possible to ascribe particular ones to the proper editor. 

Notwithstanding its merits several causes contributed to interfere with the finan¬ 
cial success of the journal. On the one hand, it was unsupported by the influence 
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and business connections of any established publishing house, or of the faculty of 
any medical college. On the other hand, the success it might perhaps otherwise 
have achieved as a local organ of the medical profession in Virginia was impaired 
by the existence of an already-established rival, The >7 rthoscope. a monthly 
medical journal edited by Dr. 1*. Claiborne Gooch, at that time Secretary of the 
Medical Society of Virginia. 

The Held of local patronage was not large enough to support two such journals, 
and both suffered from the competition. Before the close of 1858 Otis found it 
necessary to secure an associate w ho could share in the pecuniary support of his 
enterprise. Thomas retired from the editorship, and was succeeded, after the issue 
of the December number, by l)r. flames B. McCaw. of Richmond, who became 
also part owner of the journal. The Stethoscope appears to have suffered still 
more, for about the same time its editor entered into negotiations with tin 1 Virginia 
Medical Society, as a result of which he sold the journal, and the number of The 
Sfethoscojte for January, 1854, appeared as “the property and organ of the Med¬ 
ical Society of Virginia, edited by a committee of the society.” 

This arrangement was, undoubtedly, for a time very prejudicial to the pros¬ 
perity of the Virginia Medical anti Surgiad Journal, but its editors bravely main¬ 
tained the struggle, and in the heated discussion concerning the purchase of' 'The 
Stethoscope % that took place during the imaging of the .Medical Society of Vir¬ 
ginia in April, 18a4, Otis, with characteristic gallantry, refused to surrender his 
independence to secure the passage of resolutions complimentary of the manage¬ 
ment of Ins journal. 

Otis had, by this time, become dissatisfied with his prospects of professional suc¬ 
cess in Richmond, and circumstances led him to select Springfield, Massachusetts, 
as his place of residence, lie removed to that town during the summer of 185 4. 
This necessitated changes in the management of the Virginia Medical and Sur¬ 
gical Journal. In May, 1854, Dr. J. H. Peebles, of Petersburg, Virginia, 
became associated with .Me(Jaw as one of its editors, while Otis retired from 
active participation in its direction, retaining, however, a literary connection 
with it as corresponding editor. 

Meanwhile* a single year proved sufficient to disgust the V irginia Medical So¬ 
ciety with the task of editing a journal. Its management w r as found fruitful of 
unfortunate dissensions, and in May, 1855, the society wisely concluded to sell 
out. Vuder new auspices The St,thoscope continued to appear monthly until 
the close of the year, when an arrangement was effected by which it w T as united 
with 'The Virginia Medical and Surgical Journal, under the title of \ irginia 
Medical Journal , with McCaw as editor, and Otis as corresponding editor. 

Although his residence in Kichmoud had failed to secure for Otis a lucrative 
practice, this could not well have been expected at his early age. It, had, however, 
given 1 lini some opportunities for acquiring experience at the bedside as well as in 
literature, and if he did not secure the profitable favour of the laity, he at least 
■won for himself the respect and confidence, of his professional brethren. He was 
an active member of the Virginia Medical Society, and represented that body in 
the American Medical Association at the Richmond meeting of May, 1852. He 
was also a member of the Richmond Modico-Chirurgical Society, which he repre¬ 
sented in the American Medical Association at the New York meeting of May, 
1 Soil. 

Established at Springfield, Massachusetts, Otis occupied himself more exclu¬ 
sively than heretofore with the duties of private practice, and with better pecuniary 
success than he had enjoyed at Richmond. lie continued for a time to con¬ 
tribute translations, abstracts, ami various items to the Virginia Medical Journal; 
but as the demands of his business became more urgent these became fewer, 
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although ho continued to be nominally corresponding editor of that journal until 
the close of 18»!). As time wore on lie began to obtain considerable local repu¬ 
tation as a skilful surgeon, and would probably have acquired both wealth and 
distinction in civil surgical practice but for the outbreak of the War of the Rebel¬ 
lion. This changed the whole tenor of his life. So soon as it became clear to 
his mind that the struggle was likely to be a prolonged one. lie resolved to devote 
himself to the service of his eountrv. He received from Governor Andrew the 
appointment of Surgeon to the 27th Regiment, of Massachusetts Volunteers, of 
which IToraee C. Lee was Colonel, and was mustered into the service of the 
United States, September 14, 11. 

The 27tli Regiment was raised in the western part of the State of Massachu¬ 
setts, and was mustered into the service of the United States at Springfield. It 
left the State November 2, 1.8(11, and proceeded by rail to the vicinity of Anna¬ 
polis, Maryland, when* it went into camp Here it remained until January (5, 
1802, when it was embarked on transports, and accompanied the North Carolina 
Expedition under General Burnside. It took part, in flic allair on Roanoke Island, 
February 8th: landed near Xewburn. North Carolina, March Kith, and met with 
considerable. losses during the battle of Xewburn on the following day. The regi¬ 
ment remained in North Carolina until October 10, 1 sc.'l. when it embarked for 
Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and after a short encampment at Newport News, pro¬ 
ceeded to Norfolk. Virginia, where it remained through the following winter. 

During almost the whole of this time Surgeon Otis accompanied his regiment 
and shared its fortunes; sometimes, indeed, performing other duties in addition 
to his regimental ones, as during the summer and fall of 18i>2, when he acted as 
Medical Purveyor to the Department of North Carolina. The exceptional periods 
were a few days in September. 1sii2, when Ik* went as medical officer in charge 
of the steamer “ Star of the South” with sick from Xewburn to New York, and 
a few months in the early part of* 1 . 8 ( 1 : 1 . when he served on detached duty in the 
Department of the South. While in tin* Department of’ the South lie attracted the 
attention of Surgeon Charles II. Crane, U. S. Army, then Medical Director of the 
Department (afterwards Assistant Surgeon-General of the Army), on whose rec¬ 
ommendation he was placed, March 2Kth, by command of General Hunter, ill 
charge of the. hospital steamer “Cosmopolitan,” then at Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, and directed the operations of that vessel in the transportation of the 
sick and wounded within the limits of the department until May 10. when he was 
ordered to carry a number of sick and wounded to New York harbour, and, after 
landing them, to turn over the vessel to Surgeon Win. Ingalls, of the nth Massa¬ 
chusetts regiment. This order was promptly executed, the vessel was turned 
over as directed, May Kith, and Otis received a leave of absence for twenty days, 
at the expiration of which he returned to his regiment. 

January 22, 18(14, he was again detached and ordered to York town, Virginia, 
to assume the duties of surgeon-in-chief of General Wistar’s command. This 
responsible position be filled in a satisfactory manner from flu* first of February, 
when he reported for duty at York town, until April 1 1th. when Ik* was relieved 
and assigned as surgeon-in-rhief to General Heckman’s division of the. Kstli 
Army Corps, then encamped near Portsmouth, Virginia. Mav loth lie received 
a sick leave for fifteen days, which, as his health was not restored at its expira¬ 
tion, was extended for thirty days more. June 20, 1S04, he tendered Isis resigna¬ 
tion as surgeon of the 27th Massachusetts regiment, and received an appointment 
as Assistant. Surgeon of United Slates Volunteers, todate from June 30, Ls«l4. 

At this time business connected with his resignation and re-appointment brought 
Otis to Washington, where he renewed his acquaintance with Surgeon Crane, 
then ou duty in the Surgeon-General’s Ofiice. Surgeon Crane, while Medical 
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Director of the Department of the South, had been most favourable impressed 
with the culture and ability of the Massachusetts surgeon, and now so effectually 
commended him to the Acting Surgeon General as to induce that- officer to ask 
his detail for duty in his olliee. An order to that effect was issued by the 
Secretary of AYar July 2*2, 1<S(54, and Otis was immediately assigned as an as¬ 
sistant. to Surgeon John II. Briuton, V. S. Volunteers, at that time Curator of 
the Army Medical Museum, and engaged in the duty of collecting materials for 
the Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion. August 30. lsG4, Otis was 
promoted to the rank of* Surgeon of Volunteers, and October 3, lsG4, was or¬ 
dered to relieve Surgeon Brintnn of his various duties. 

From tin* first Otis devoted himself with signal zeal and ability to the large 
and important duties of In'; new position. Immediately after lie took charge of 
the Surgical Division he inaugurated a system of record books, which proved 
ultimately of great service in securing the accurate and complete record of indi¬ 
vidual eases for use in the Surgical Jlistorv. The rapidIv increasing surgical col¬ 
lection of the Army Medical Museum also received great attention from him, and 
lie expended much time in its supervision and study. 

Immediately after the close of the war, the Surgeon General of the Army be¬ 
came desirous of securing, by appropriate legislation, the funds necessary to com¬ 
plete and publish the Medical and Surgical History of the War. Accordingly 
he called upon Otis, and his colleague, Woodward, who had charge of tin* col¬ 
lection of materials for the Medical History, and of the medical branches of the 
Museum, to make reports on the extent and nature of the materials collected for 
the purpose in question. These reports were published by the Surgeon-General 
November 1, 180a, as 4 Circular No. 0,’ for the year lxGJ. This circular was 
widely <list.ributed, attracted great attention at the time, and satisfactorily at¬ 
tained the object which led to its publication. It formed a quarto volume of ICG 
pages, with a number of illustrations intended to indicate the character of those 
regarded as desirable for the Medical and Surgical History. The first half of 
the volume was occupied by the* Surgical Report prepared by Otis. It was a 
thoughtfully prepared document, which excited the universal admiration of mili¬ 
tary surgeons in Europe as well as in America. 

It became necessary after the close of the war to retain many of the stuff sur¬ 
geons of volunteers in the service for duty in the general hospitals or other pur¬ 
poses after the great armies had been disbanded, and Otis was of*course retained 
with that rank us long as possible : but it was foreseen that the great work he 
had commenced would occupy a number of years, and he was induced to make 
arrangements for entering the army as an assistant surgeon. Accordingly he 
passed the examination prescribed by law, and February 28, 1.Still, received an 
appointment as Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Army, but he was not finally mustered 
out of service as surgeon of volunteers until June 4, iKtiG, and lienee did not 
accept his commission as Assistant Surgeon, U. S. A., until the Gth of that 
month. 

Meanwhile Otis was devoting himself to the study and arrangement of the 
materials collected for the Surgical History with indefatigable energy, and 
while engaged upon that work received authority to publish two preliminary 
studies on special subjects connected therewith, which greatly increased the repu¬ 
tation he had won by his report in Circular No. G. The first was M Report on 
Amputations at the Hip-joint in Military Surgery, published as Circular No. 7, 
Surgeon-General’s Olliee, July 1 , 1x07. In this he not merely presented and 
analyzed the histories of the several amputations at this joint reported to the 
Surgeon-General's Office during the civil war, but discussed with the critical 
abilities of a master the whole literature of the subject so far as it was at the time 
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accessible to him. An examination of this monograph shows that lie had already 
pretty well begun to emancipate himself f rom the leading-strings of the French 
school, and had fully acquired the desire so manifest in his subsequent work to 
compare and weigh all accessible human knowledge on each branch of his subject 
before arriving at his own conclusions. 

These characteristics were, if possible, still more fully displayed in the second 
of the studies referred to: A Import on Excisions of the. Head of the Femur 
for (Jimshot Injury, published as Circular No. 2, Surgeon-General's Ollice, Janu¬ 
ary 2, 1869 ; a monograph in which the subject was treated in a manner similar 
to that of Circular No. 7, but with a still greater wealth of* literary resources. 
The appearance of each of these monographs was welcomed with acclamations of 
praise, in which the authoritative expressions of approval by the recognized mas¬ 
ters of European surgery were united with the encomiums of the American mili¬ 
tary surgeons. 

Great interest in the forthcoming Surgical History of the "War was excited by 
these publications, and very high expectations were formed, which, however, 
were fully realized by the character of the First Surgical Volume. This volume 
was issued in 1870. It treated of the special wounds and injuries of the head, 
fact*, neck, spine, and chest, was richly illustrated, and discussed the vast amount 
of material collected during the civil war, in connection with the several subjects 
treated, with characteristic learning and ability. The Secant! Snryical Volume 
was issued in Is70. It treated of the wounds and injuries of the abdomen, pelvis, 
back, and upper extremities. Fully equal in interest and execution to the first 
volume, it was much more voluminous. The two volumes represent a prodigious 
amount of patient labour on the part of tin? editor. The extremely favourable 
manner in which they were received in surgical circles at home and abroad is 
well known. 

During the interval between the appearance of these two volumes, and subse¬ 
quently, Otis found time to prepare and publish several valuable reports on sub¬ 
jects connected with military surgery, of winch the most important were : A Re¬ 
port o f Surf/icd/ ('asos treated in the Army of the United States from I 860 to 
1871, issued as • Circular No. 3,’ from the Surgeon-General’s Ollice, August 17, 
1871 ; .1 Report on a I Ran for Transportinf/ Wounded Soldiers by Rail/cap in 
time of War , Surgeon-General’s Ollice, 1875. and A Report on the 'Uransport 
of Rich and Wounded by Pack Animals, issued as ‘ Circular No. 9,’ from the 
Surgeon-General’s Office in 187 7. A full list of his official and other publica¬ 
tions would occupy too much space to be presented in this place. 

In the midst of this successful but laborious career, during the mouth of ]Mav, 
1877, his health, never very robust, gave way : and although he survived for several 
years, he was a constant invalid, to whom death came in the end as a welcome 
release from suffering. lie was engaged at the time of his death on the third 
surgical volume, which he has left in an unfinished condition ; a colossal frag¬ 
ment that must require great labour to complete in a manner worthy of the first 
two volumes. 

Otis received the, appointments of captain, major, and lieutenant-colonel by 
brevet, to date from September 29, 1866, for faithful and meritorious services 
during the war.” He was promoted to be surgeon in the army, with the rank of 
major, March 17. 18X0. He was elected a foreign member of the Medical Society 
of Norway, October 26, 1870; a foreign corresponding member of the Surgical 
Society of Paris, August 11, 1875, and an honorary life mouther of the Massa¬ 
chusetts Medical Society in February, 187 7. He was also at the time of his death 
a member of the Philosophical Society of Washington, and of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
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In expressing liis high appreciation of the character and value of the surgical 
works of liis late colleague, the writer of these pages does but echo the universal 
language of competent critics throughout the civilized world. On all sides the 
opinion has been expressed that they have not only made the name of Otis illus¬ 
trious, but have relleeted the greatest credit upon the intelligent liberality of the 
government of the United States, and upon the Medical Corps of the Army. 

During liis connection with the Museum, Otis always took deep interest in the 
anatomical collection, now embracing about two thousand human crania. As 
early as January, 187.1, the Surgeon-General at his instance made a fruitless 
endeavour to procure an appropriation for the publication of an illustrated cata¬ 
logue of this valuable collection. To facilitate this object Otis prepared a check¬ 
list of the specimens, which was printed in 1N7G, but tin* pecuniary means for 
preparing and publishing the larger work have not yet been provided. 

Until his last illness Otis retained much of the fondness for polite literature 
which characterized him in early life. He had, moreover, considerable taste 
for music and the line arts. These qualities made his companionship charming 
to those who enjoyed his intimacy. Hesitating, often embarrassed, in his man¬ 
ner in ordinary conversation, especially with strangers, he became eloquent when 
warmed by the discussion of any topic in which he took interest, and he took 
interest in a great variety of subjects besides those directly connected with the 
work of his life. 

Many warm personal friends share the grief of his family at his untimely death, 
which, as has been well said by the Surgcon-Uencral, “will be deeply deplored 
not. only by the Medical Corps of the Army, but by the whole medical profession 
at home and abroad.” J. J. XV. 

Isaac Day. M.D., LL.I)., formerly Superintendent of the Rutler Hospital 
for the Insane at Providence, R. I.. and late President of the Association of 
Medical Superintendents of American Institutions for the Insane, died at Phila¬ 
delphia, on the 31st of March, 1831, aged 7-1 years. 

Of all those, who cither in this country or elsewhere, have been devoted to the 
care of tin* insane, and have been widely known, and specially distinguished for 
long service, as medical directors of hospitals for the: insane, and for able treat¬ 
ment of this class of sufferers, no less than as authors of a high character—few, 
if any, have attained a more distinguished, or more deserved eminence than the 
subject of this notice. 

As numerous aide papers from his pen have appeared at various times in this 
Journal, it is especially proper, that something more than a brief notice of bis 
long and remarkably useful life should be given in its columns. 

The death of such a man as Dr. Ray, in the full maturity of years ami wisdom, 
with a profound practical knowledge rarely possessed by any one, of the brandies 
of medicine to which he was devoted, is no ordinary loss to society, to the pro¬ 
fession of which lie was so honoured a member, and to that class of the attlicted, 
by whom the benefit of liis services was most frequently solicited. 

Isaac Ray, M.D., DL.I)., was descended from an honest ami intelligent, but. 
not peculiarly distinguished New Ungland family. He was born in the town ot 
l>everly, Massachusetts, on the lGtli of January, 1807. If: was there that lie 
commenced his early education, soon, however entering Phillips* Academy, at 
Andover, Muss., and subsequently Rowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me., where 
he remained a most diligent, student till the year ls2J, when he was compelled to 
leave on account of the impaired condition of his health. It may be mentioned as 
indicative of one of the traits of his character, conspicuous through life—that of 
never leaving any of liis time unemployed—that during his vacations, he was cn- 



